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A h, the wonders of mod-
ern technology. As sing-
er-songwriter-musician 

Michael Holt was being whisked 
through the mountains of New 
York state by a bandmate, we were 
able to chat via cell phone about 
his upcoming performance at the 
Wellfleet Public Library at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 3. Though we got 
cut off several times he was always 
charming when we reconnected 
and never missed a beat picking up 
the conversation where we left off, 
always with some humorous quip.

“We’re on our way to New York 
to do a Mommyheads concert, 
crackle, crackle…” he explains of 
why he has a travel companion. 

Holt was a member of The 
Mommyheads, an indie pop band 
that garnered a strong cult follow-
ing, from 1990 to 1998, and re-
joins them now when they reunite 
to play or record. He’s also playing 
on his own these days.

“For Wellfleet I’ll be doing a 
solo show. Wellfleet is my favor-
ite stop. My parents live in Truro 
— Joan and Bob Holt. You may 
have heard of them, they’re active 
in politics.”

After spending several sum-

mers with their family on the 
Cape his parents retired here 20 
years ago. That in mind, it is easy 
to understand why Holt, who now 
lives in Toronto, Canada, says this 
is “kind of like home” to him. In 
fact, he admits, he is even thinking 
of moving here himself, maybe to 
give it a year’s try.

“I’ve lived the big-city life for 
so long,” says Holt, who was born 
in Boston and raised in New York 
City. “A little peace and quiet 
would be welcome.” 

This past summer Holt had 
some fun in Provincetown.

Michael Holt pulls a few tricks out of his magic box for a Wednesday 
concert in Wellfleet.  

Mommyheads’ Holt brings ‘home’ 
musical gift for solo gig
By Melora B. North
BANNER STAFF

HOLT continued on page 36

Truro artist Kim Kettler 
has a thing for shellfish. 
She’s done so many oyster 

still lifes that she’s known locally 
as “the oyster lady,” and when 
she isn’t painting those craggy 
bivalves or the luminous scenes 
inside them she’s rendering 
landscapes that are somehow re-
lated to oysters — shellfishermen 
working the flats, boats drifting 
in the harbor. 

It’s the “yin and yang” of this 
humble mollusk that attracts her, 
Kettler says — the way its hard, 
rocky outside contrasts with its 
soft, fleshy inside, its ability to 
“take muck and make something 
really fantastic with it.” But what 
she also appreciates about the 
oyster is that it’s a symbol for our 
natural environment.

“For us, it can be sustenance. 
It can be life-giving,” she says.

Kettler’s fascination with 
the oyster followed her on a re-
cent trip to rural France. For 10 
days in September she traveled 
through the countryside in the 
Massif Central with a group of 13 
women artists, several of whom 
exhibit with Kettler at the Ad-
dison Gallery in Orleans. The 
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With cows to keep her company, Kettler paints en plein air near the village of Frontenay sur Dive, in France.

French adventure enriches Kettler’s art
By Kaimi Rose Lum
BANNER STAFF

tiny hamlet of Frontenay sur 
Dive served as their home base; 
from there the artists walked or 
bicycled into the surrounding 
farmland and forest, looking 
for new material to paint. Ev-
erything Kettler encountered 
— from hunters and fishermen 
out on their rounds, to cattle 

and chickens roaming about, to 
buildings creatively assembled 
with local timbers and stones 
— reinforced her sense that this 
is a place where people truly felt 
connected to and respect their 
natural environment.

“What I really was smitten 
with was the prosperity and 

abundance of the natural world 
there — it was fall, the sunflow-
ers were being harvested, there 
were animals everywhere — and 
the simplicity.” A close atten-
tion to nature permeated “every 
nook and cranny. Next to a little 
driveway there’d be a prolific 
garden growing,” she says. “It was 

remarkable how just about every-
where I looked someone was do-
ing something beautiful with the 
environment.”

Kettler was in her element. 
Here on the Cape she keeps 
bees, explores the tidal flats 
(she dated a Wellfleet oyster-
man for a time) and veers off 
South Pamet Road when the 
Mooneys’ cows are out, not 
wanting to miss her chance to 
paint them. Even the way those 
French fields unfolded, one 
after the other, toward the ho-
rizon, reminded her of home 
— her Midwestern home in 

KETTLER continued on page 34
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“Share the Light in 2010”
S hare in Cape Cod’s 

most beautiful Tradi-
tion, which celebrates 

the Pilgrims’ First Landing in 
America at Provincetown on No-
vember 21, 1620.

For a small donation, You 
can help support the traditional 
lighting of the Pilgrim Monu-
ment.

The offi cial Lighting Cer-
emony will take  Place this year 
on Wednesday, November 24, 
2010, From 5-7 p.m., at the Pil-
grim Monument And Provinc-
etown Museum (PMPM).

The lights will shine Every 
night through January 6, 2011. 

The List of sponsors and their 
dedications will be displayed 
in the Provincetown Museum 
throughout the season.

To support the 2010 lighting, 
complete the form below and 
return with check or credit card 
information payable to PMPM:
PO Box 1125, Provincetown, 
MA 02657

To donate via Paypal visit: 
http://pilgrim-monument.org/
lighting.html

I would like the Pilgrim Monument to shine in the 2010/2011 season for:

___ Thanksgiving Eve & Day $200

___ Christmas Eve & Day $200

___ New Year’s Eve & Day $200

___ One Weekend $100

___ One Evening  $50

___ Two Hours $20

Donations must be received by November 20, 

2010 in order to be included on the 2010-2011 

sponsor’s list. Thank you very much!

Name:______________________________

Address ____________________________

____________________________________

Dedication on Sponsor’s List:

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Form of payment:

❒ Check ❒ Credit Card   ❒ MC ❒ VISA

Card #______________________________

Expiration __________________________

Signature ___________________________

Note: Donations are tax deductible to the 

fullest extent of the law.
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Kettler shares some of her photographs from France.

Missouri, where she lived be-
fore moving to the Outer Cape 
30 years ago.

But at the same time it was 
all “rather new to me,” she says. 
“I’ve painted outdoors, I’ve 
painted plein air, but to go out 
every day and set up your easel 
and paint something was excit-
ing to me. What I loved about 
this trip was how it shook me up. 
It forced me to think differently 
about how to approach a paint-
ing. I saw things with fresh eyes. 
... It was very stimulating, aes-
thetically and visually.”

Soon Kettler had assembled 
a small portfolio of oil-on-linen 
landscapes. She painted cows 
in pastures, their flanks softly 
gilded by the light of the setting 
sun; she painted the spires of 
St. Loup, the church that tow-
ered over the village; she paint-
ed rows of sun-flecked tomato 
plants and orchards heavy with 
fruit. The world was her oyster. 

There was just one thing miss-
ing: oysters.

One day, she says, she insisted 
to a few of her colleagues that 
they set out to find some speci-

mens of “huitres,” and off they 
went to the town of Richelieu, 
where they’d heard there was 
an open market. “I really wanted 
to find French oysters. It’s my 
holy grail,” she says with a laugh. 
There, among the stands of ar-
tichokes and haricot verts, she 
discovered a shellfish monger 
with a bucket of oysters. It got 
even better when on her last day 
in France, on a stopover in Paris, 
she met up with two old friends 
who treated her to a supper of 
fruits de mer at the venerable 
Cafe de la Paix. An opulent plat-
ter of oysters was brought to the 
table — the French oysters are 
much bigger and more bowl-
like than Wellfleet oysters, she 
explains. She collected the shells 
from her shellfish encounters, 
cleaned and dried them, and 
carried them home with her on 
the plane.

Now new and exciting things 
are brewing in Kettler’s studio 
off Castle Road. French oysters 
are sitting for their portraits, and 
Kettler is drawing from a store of 
fresh inspiration. One of the best 
things about the trip to France, 
she says, was the exchange of 
ideas and the sense of camara-
derie between the women, who 
ran the gamut from very well-es-
tablished artists to just-emerging 
ones. (A selection of their work 
will be shown in an exhibition 
opening at the Addison Gallery 
next June.)

“There was a great sense of 
connectedness we found doing 
this trip together,” she says. It 
was an eye-opening experience 
“just to be with other people who 
[have] the same lifestyle,” who 
are dedicated to their art. One 
of the painters she met told her 
about an intensive workshop for 
artists in California called “Color 
Boot Camp,” and Kettler, still bit-
ten by the travel bug, signed up 
almost as soon as she got home. 

There’s no telling what she’ll 
bring back this time. Some West 
Coast oysters, perhaps?

KETTLER continued from page 33

Art House, 214 Commercial St., 
Provincetown, (508) 487-9222. 
Cashetta performs séance, paranor-
mal experiments, 9 pm Fri.-Sun., $22. 
Atlantic House, 6 Masonic Place, 
Provincetown, (508) 487-3821. DJ 
Dave LaSalle, 10 pm Fri.-Sun.; kara-
oke, Tues.; Bingo, Wed.; classic disco, 
Sun. 
Barley Neck Inn, Main St. and Beach 
Rd., Orleans. Cirrus & the Last Men 
on Earth, 10 pm Sat.
B o a t s l i p ,  C o m m e r c i a l  S t . , 
Provincetown. Tea dance, 4-7 pm Sat.; 
Halloween tea dance 4-9 pm Sun.
Club Purgatory, 11 Carver St., 
Provincetown. Open 7 pm Mon.-Sat. 
and 9 pm Sun.; Leather Night, 10:30 
pm Sun. with DJ Ian.
Crown & Anchor, 247 Commercial 
St., Provincetown, (508) 487-1430. 
Bobby Wetherbee, 9 pm Fri.-Sat.; 
Spookybear Weekend, meet and 
greet, 5 pm Fri.; Rocky Horror 
screening, 8 pm Fri.; Saints & Sin-
ners Party, 9 pm Fri.; Bear tea, 3 pm 
Sat.; party and costume contest, 9 pm 
Sat.; JV Yaz, 9 pm Sat.; farewell break-
fast, 11 am Sun.; townie Halloween 
party, 9 pm Sun.; Space Pussy Band 
with Ryan Landry 10:30 pm Sun.  

 Duck Creek Tavern, 70 Main St., 
Wellfleet. John DeMasi Duo, swing 
style jazz, 8 pm Sat., Wed.; Paul Nos-
siter Trio, 8 pm Thurs.; Big Jazz Trio, 
8 pm Fri.
Flying Fish Café, 29 Briar Ln., 
Wellfleet. Typhoon Mike and Eli’s 
Open Mike Variety Show, 10 pm ev-
ery Sat.
Gifford House ,  9 Carver St., 
Provincetown. Lounge open daily 
5 pm.
Governor Bradford, 312 Commer-
cial St., Provincetown, (508) 487-
9618. Hip hop with DJ, 9:30 pm Fri.; 
drag karaoke with Dana Danzel, 
9:30 pm Sat.
Land Ho! Main St. and Route 28, 
Orleans. Trivia, 8:30 pm Tues.; Ka-
raoke, 10 pm Wed.; Roots Down Be-
low, Halloween bash, 10 pm Sat.
Madeira Room/Vixen, 336 Com-
mercial St., Provincetown, (508) 
487-6424. Free movie night, 8 pm 
Thurs.; DJ Angel, 10:30 pm Sat.
Post Office Cabaret, 303 Commer-
cial St., Provincetown, (508) 487-
0006. Icons, 8:30 pm Fri., Sun., 8, 
10:15 pm Sat. 
Waterford Inn, 386 Commercial St., 
Provincetown. Christian Union Choir, 
John Thomas on piano, 12-2 pm 
brunch Sun.; John Thomas & Compa-
ny, cabaret, 4:30-6:30 pm Wed.-Mon.; 
Michael McAssey performs with John 
Thomas for Spookybear Weekend, 4-
7 pm Fri.-Sat. See story on page 35. 

Wellfleet Public Library, Main St. 
Michael Holt performs, 7:30 pm 
Wed., $10. See story on page 33.

Napi’s Restaurant, 7 Freeman St., 
Provincetown. Writer’s Voice Café, 
7-9 pm second Wed. of every month, 
open mike follows, writers welcome to 
read, donations. 
Truro Council on Aging ,  100 
Standish St., Truro. Dan Lynch 
leads storytelling, 11 am third Tues. 
each month. 
Truro Public Library, 7 Standish Way. 
Mary Zeiss Stange discusses and signs 
her new book, “Hard Grass: Life on 
the Crazy Woman Bison Ranch,” 6:30 
pm Wed. 
Wellfleet Public Library, Main St. 
Adam Miller, artistic director of the 
Cirque du Soleil show Kooza, pres-
ents illustrated talk about life under 
the big tent, 7:30 pm Thurs. 
Whaler’s Wharf, Commercial St., 
Provincetown. PB Boulangerie in 
Wellfleet co-owner Boris Villate dis-
cusses his participation in the Meilleurs 
Ouvriers de France baking competition, 
Monday following the 8 pm screening of 
“Kings of Pastry.” 

Readings

LISTINGS continued on page 36




