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Truro artist makes architectural diversion
By Melora B. North
BANNER STAFF

H

e didn’t grow up with
oil paint running
through his veins, nor
did he aspire to become a great
artist as a youth in Minneapolis.
For Marc Kundmann the evolution from a graphic artist to an accomplished painter did not even
begin until he moved to Truro in
1998, where he admits he fell in
love with the hypnotic light just
like so many artists before him.
“I know it sounds like a cliché,”
he says. “But when I moved to the
Outer Cape I knew I had to paint.
I had dabbled in high school and
knew I loved painting but I had
never had any formal training. I’d
sit outside and paint stuff around
the house. Painter friends would
advise me on paint, brushes, canvases, technique. I’d re-create a
picture to learn to paint.”
Well, his self-instruction and
the tips he learned from his buddies paid off. But they weren’t the
only ones to help get Kundmann
off the ground. He has studied
with Jim Peters.
“Studying with Jim was eyeopening, it was liberating, a new
freedom,” says Kundmann. “I

“I used to paint in oils
but fussed and fussed,”
Kundmann says. “With
wax you can’t fuss so
much, you have to be
focused.”
took classes at the Provincetown
High School annex. He taught
me that you can adjust your work
— if you paint something and
don’t like it you can paint over it.
He said if you paint something
once you can paint it again, the
ghost remains. He said to stop
worrying about creating life. I
don’t now, I paint what’s in my
head,” he says, laughing.
Originally Kundmann painted
landscapes in oil, then veered off
into doing figurative works, finally landing where he is now as
the creator of imaginative buildings that bounce out at the viewer
with their dense texture and creative colors. And, true to his evolution, he is currently exploring

“Almost Isolation,” encaustic wax and oil stick on birch panel by Marc
Kundmann.

the world of encaustics, one of
the oldest art forms.
“I used to paint in oils but
fussed and fussed,” he says. “With
wax you can’t fuss so much, you
have to be focused.”
“I start with charcoal on birch
panels and sometimes use pastels
to get the basis of the work,” he
says. “I often use the wood grain
to guide me, then randomly draw
lines. When I start seeing the
composition I fill in color areas
and build up the bones of the
painting and fill in the big areas
of black. I scratch through on
the final work to get back to the
black. When I feel the composition is coming together I apply
the color wax on top with wide
Japanese hake brushes.”
Because the wax cools so
quickly, Kundmann keeps the
colored wax warm in cat and dog
food containers resting on a hot
griddle.
“I slap on the wax,” he says.
“Each layer has to be melted and
fused with the layer beneath it to
blend the colors. Sometimes I use
a hot air gun or propane torch. I
can scrape and smooth the piece
with a palette knife. To add color
on top I use oil sticks.”
Kundmann’s signature pieces,
now hanging at the Addison Gallery in Orleans, are his buildings
that are frequently reminiscent
of local structures, some of which
depict cloudy images of landmark Provincetown buildings,
most of which have his lighthouse
logo imprinted somewhere in the
work, often hidden and remote.
“My houses are the vernacular
of the Outer Cape’s – they are
geometric,” he says. “There are
phone poles, and usually a lighthouse somewhere in there. The
light of the painting is sometimes
the smallest but it can be the most
important.” As is color and the
connection a viewer makes with
the work.
“I’m very concerned about the
composition and the emotional
quality of color,” he says. “The
painting has to make some sort
of sense. I want each person to
bring their own relationship to
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Truro artist Marc Kundmann exhibits at the Addison Gallery in Orleans.
the painting. I hope people become a third or fourth character
in the work. I want them to put
themselves in it.”
A graphic artist for several
years, Kundmann fell in love with
painting as soon as he got reacquainted with the brush 11 years
ago. It was the tactile relationship
that got his attention and probably won’t lose it any time soon.
“I spent so many years in
front of the computer. Nothing
had any permanence, I couldn’t
touch it,” he says. “I like the idea
that you can move things around
and make something permanent.
It’s a relief from sitting at the computer.” That in mind, Kundmann
designates three days a week to
painting in his studio at home
near the National Seashore where

he takes great pleasure walking
his two mixed breed dogs. During the winter months he has use
of a studio at the Fine Arts Work
Center in Provincetown, where
he is the communications coordinator as well as the summer program assistant.
Kundmann has a fine arts degree in graphic design from the
University of Illinois, Urbana,
Champagne, where he also studied photography. A man with
many interests, he enjoys running, body surfing, reading memoirs, hiking and entertaining.
When not working or painting
he roams about Mexico where he
has taken an interest in studying
the symbolism of the art. One
continued on next page
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Famous personalities come
to Wellfleet on big stage

With sweeping strokes and a barren landscape, artist Marc Kundmann brings the viewer
into the landscape.
continued from previous page
day he hopes to adopt symbolism into
his own work. In the meantime, unconsciously, he may have already done so
with his lighthouses.
He can be found also at Willy’s Gym a
few days a week where he teaches three

spinning classes. Like a rolling stone he
just keeps moving and, in the not too far
future, he may just roll into another incarnation with his work. Keep your eyes
peeled because, as he confides, “I try to
keep moving forward. I’m interested in
exploring more natural, organic work.”
mnorth@provincetownbanner.com

Thanks to satellite technology, the
Cape public will have the opportunity to view live interviews this winter with such artists and luminaries
as Jerry Seinfeld, Judy Collins and
Salman Rushdie from New York’s
92nd St. Y.
To boot, via a partnership between WHAT and the Wellfleet
Public Library, they also will have
Salman Rushdie kicks off
the chance to submit questions A discussion on folksinger
the 92nd St. Y series in
and comments via computer termi- Judy Collins’ career airs Feb.
Wellfleet.
nals set up in the Julie Harris Stage 25 on the Julie Harris Stage.
at the Wellfleet Harbor Actors Theater, where the interviews will be screened be- Greenberg Center
for Geoeconomic Studies and deputy director
ginning Sunday, Jan. 18.
“The 92nd St. Y is a cultural institution in of studies at the Council on Foreign Relations.
Playwright, author and actress Anna DeaNew York, everyone knows it,” says Dalglish,
managing director at WHAT. “They have lec- vere delivers her thoughts on hatred, racial
tures, interviews, discussions with intellectu- conflict and genocide at 8 p.m. Feb. 2, and at 8
als. Someone interviews the people, then the p.m. on Feb. 18 Christiane Amanpour, CNN’s
audience participates. The Wellfleet audience chief international correspondent, joins Arwill interact as well via computer. It’s one of the shad Mamji in a discussion on morals, journal25 special events we will be sponsoring for our ism, politics and religion.
Folksinger Judy Collins lightens things up a
25th anniversary. All are free or low cost. Peobit on Feb. 25, starting at 8:15 p.m., when she
ple are thrilled.”
Leading off the series is Salman Rushdie, talks with NY1’s Bud Mishkin about her 50award-winning author of 10 novels. Perhaps year career on stage wowing audiences around
best known for “The Satanic Verses,” he will be the world with her music. Then, at 8 p.m. on
joined by Irshad Manji, the Muslim reformer April 7, comedian, writer and actor Jerry Seinreferred to by The New York Times as “Osama feld joins Carol Leifer, Emmy Award-winning
Bin Laden’s worst nightmare.” Together the writer and producer for such television shows
two will discuss moral courage in journalism, as “Seinfeld,” “The Larry Sanders Show,” “Satpolitics, religion and other weighty topics of urday Night Live” and “The Ellen Show.” This
segment of the series just may bring down the
special, current interest at 7:30 p.m.
Robert Rubin, a former White House assis- house with some impromptu laughs.
Getting serious once again, at 12:30 p.m. on
tant to the president for economic policy, will
talk at 8 p.m. on Jan. 27. He will by joined by April 25 there will be a discussion on conquering
Sebastian Mallaby, director of the Maurice R. breast cancer, a topical subject considering the
high incidence here on the Cape.
All segments promise to be
Open
by chance or both educational and informaappointment. tive. Admission is $9 to each presentation. For details check out
www.what.org or call (508) 349208 Bradford Street • 508-487-6411 • www.bertawalkergallery.com
9428. —M.B.N.

